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ment is caused to those who have by their good acts earned
those rewards and preferments. It is said in this sloka that she
stands as a surety and a guarantee to them for the realisation
of all the benefits and rewards.

The Vedds, in the Karmakanda portion thereof, have prescribed
several deeds and actions by which men can propitiate a particular
devata or a particular forefather (pitru). The Devatas or Devas, such
as Indra etc., have attained the position of power and importance
by virtue of their good deeds. Any act done in order to please
them results in good things to the person doing the acts. One
who desires to go to Swarga has been ordained to do a particular
yaga- When there is no rain, Indra or Varuna has been directed
to be propitiated by suitable mantras and observances, and when
these observances are gone through, rain comes, and so on. If a
Deva so propitiated ceases to be a Deva by the time the good deeds
done to propitiate him begin to earn fruit, what is to happen to those
deeds? This uncertainty in the persons here down below will
act as a deterrent to their taking to a good act wdth the motive
of obtaining good results. To protect the sanctity and greatness
of the sastras which have laid down particular deeds, and the re-
wards to be obtained therefor by or through the agency of certain
minor gods, Daya Devi functions as a surety ensuring the reward.
She is not liabile to any destruction. She is an akaalavasamvada,
not subject to the operation of time. She is also nir-upaplava,
obstruction-less. Above all Daya Devi has annexed herself to
Lord Srinivasa, the Lord ofVenkatadri who is above all limitations
of time and space.

Pratibhoo (srf^r:) means bail, surety, guarantee. Daya
Devi is the guarantor, and guarantees certainty of reward, though
the rewarder may not be there.

This sloka refers to the short-lived greatness of persons who
dole out from a position of power, rewards and benefits to others
smaller than themselves. Even during the short time that a god
officiates as a god, it is only with the strength given by Daya that
he gets the capacity to reward others. This topic has been touched
upon in this sloka particularly to show that just as the sinners need
not be afraid of receiving punishment if they rely on Daya, the
virtuous men need not be afraid of losing their reward*